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Heighington & Coniscliffe 

This proposal recommends a limited and logical adjustment to the boundaries of the 
Heighington & Coniscliffe ward. The ward would remain largely unchanged, but would 
incorporate the BFA area, comprising Archdeacon 
Newton and Burtree Gate, as well as parts of HHA, 
specifically Beaumont Hill and the adjacent new-
build estates. These changes reflect existing 
community links and settlement patterns and would 
result in the ward moving from two councillors to 
three, ensuring fair and effective representation.  

 

Heighington &  Coniscliffe is a ward made up of closely connected villages and semi-rural 
communities that already function as a single network in terms of daily life, service use, and 
community activity. Residents share similar concerns and lifestyles, with strong links through 
local schools, village halls, churches, GP practices, community groups, parish councils and 
recreational facilities. Transport routes and road connections further reinforce these links, 
particularly when travelling to and from Darlington. The proposed boundary changes are 
designed to reflect these established relationships rather than create new or artificial ones. 

Archdeacon Newton and Burtree Gate are small villages located on the western edge of 
Darlington near West Park. Although currently within a different ward, they share a clear rural-
village character that aligns more closely with Heighington and  Coniscliffe than with more 
urban areas of the town. The villages are geographically adjacent to the existing ward boundary, 
with no significant physical barriers separating them from neighbouring settlements. Residents 
already look towards surrounding villages for services, social activity, and community 
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engagement, and their inclusion within Heighington &Coniscliffe would better reflect local 
identity and everyday patterns of life. 

The proposed inclusion of Beaumont Hill and the nearby new-build estates also reflects natural 
community ties. These areas sit directly alongside the existing ward and form a logical extension 
of it. The road network, pedestrian routes, and access to local amenities link these 
neighbourhoods more closely to Heighington & Coniscliffe than to the wider HHA area. 
Residents of these newer developments already make use of the same schools, community 
facilities, and local services as those living within the ward, and many participate in village-
based organisations and activities. Including only these specific parts of HHA avoids 
unnecessary disruption while ensuring communities with shared interests are represented 
together. 

Across the proposed ward, residents share common amenities and collective interests, 
including access to local services, transport infrastructure, and the management of growth and 
development in a semi-rural setting. Bringing these areas together within a single ward supports 
more coherent representation on issues such as planning, transport, and the delivery of local 
services, particularly in areas experiencing ongoing housing growth. 

As a result of the increased electorate and geographic area, it is appropriate for Heighington & 
Coniscliffe to move from a two-member to a three-member ward. This change would improve 
electoral equality, ensure councillors are able to represent communities effectively across a 
wider and more diverse area, and maintain accessibility for residents. Overall, the proposal 
keeps boundary changes to a minimum whilst strengthening community cohesion and ensuring 
fair, balanced, and effective local representation. 
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Sadberge and Middleton St George  

This proposal reflects a revised ward that retains the 
core characteristics that have historically defined it 
as a strong and coherent community, whilst reducing 
its overall size to accommodate population growth 
elsewhere. Despite these boundary adjustments, the 
new ward remains predominantly rural in nature and 
continues to bring together the closely connected 
communities of Sadberge and Middleton St George, 
which share longstanding social, geographic, and 
functional ties. 

Sadberge and Middleton St George have a well-established relationship, shaped by their 
proximity, shared rural setting, and common use of local services and amenities. Residents of 
both communities rely on similar transport routes, access the same local facilities, and 
participate in overlapping community and voluntary activities. The villages share concerns 
around rural services, infrastructure, and development, and function as a connected area rather 
than as isolated settlements. Retaining these two 
communities within the same ward reflects how 
residents live and interact on a daily basis. 

The revised ward boundary results in the loss of 
the parish of Barmpton, which includes parts of 
the Skerningham development. This area is more 
closely aligned with the Whinfield Rural ward due 
to its scale, development pattern, and orientation 
towards more urban amenities and infrastructure. 
Transferring Barmpton, including Skerningham, 
supports clearer community identity and ensures 
that areas experiencing significant housing growth 
are grouped with wards facing similar planning 
and service pressures. 

The ward also loses the SMH area, which consists 
of several farms and small hamlets located 
between Morton Park and Middleton St George. 
These communities are geographically dispersed 
and share stronger links with the Hurworth area, 
particularly in terms of access routes, service 
provision, and local identity. Their inclusion within 
Hurworth better reflects these connections and 
avoids stretching ward boundaries across areas 
with limited direct interaction. 

Despite the reduction in geographic size, Sadberge 
& Middleton St George remains a ward with a 
substantial electorate and a wide rural spread. Retaining three councillors ensures electoral 
equality while allowing for effective representation across both villages and the surrounding 
countryside. This level of representation reflects the ongoing needs of a rural ward managing 
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change whilst maintaining strong community cohesion. Overall, the revised boundaries 
preserve the integrity of established communities, support effective governance, and ensure 
fair and balanced local representation. 
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Hurworth 

Currently, Hurworth Ward has 
two councillors and this is the 
most suitable arrangement for 
this larger rural Ward, where 
the nature of the workload is 
quite different to that of an 
urban ward. Residents benefit 
from having knowledgeable, 
rural councillors who can 
share the workload so that 
residents always have 
continuity, and no small 
neighbourhood is left without 
a voice. 

Hurworth Ward is extensively 
rural and incorporates a 
couple of key villages along 
with many other small hamlets 
and farms, which extend 
across a substantial 
geographical area. Instead of 
dividing communities into 
smaller, potentially 
fragmented units, a larger rural 
ward allows councillors to 
look at infrastructure, 
regeneration and community 
safety for a unique rural 
community in a joined up way.  

Hurworth Ward incorporates the rural village of Hurworth, which offers a host of facilities, 
including schools, community centres, health facilities, pubs and restaurants, and the smaller 
village of Neasham, along with the many surrounding 
hamlets and isolated farms which have very little in the way 
of facilities. To improve connectivity, an 800m foot/cycle 
path was installed by the Council some years ago so that 
residents in Neasham had access to the facilities in 
Hurworth.  This works amazingly well, particularly since the 
rural bus services are very limited in some of the more 
remote areas. 

There has been substantial house building in Hurworth 
over the last 8 years, and so the number of electors has increased. Whilst Hurworth Ward is 
largely bounded by the A66 Highway, the area known as Hurworth Moor has always been part of 
HUA, with the boundary for HUA historically  being the railway line and the railway cottages. 
There are now an additional 350 homes within this polling district of HUA, which are known as 
Hurworth Gardens.  It is suggested that the other 100+ new homes directly adjacent to this site, 
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and currently designated as part of EAC, should also become part Hurworth HUA in order to 
ensure community cohesion. 

There are some farms and outlying properties in the SMH area which would benefit from being 
part of Hurworth Ward. The residents have commented that whilst access to services in 
Hurworth is the most logical, they are currently designated as being part of Middleton St George 
Ward. Although incorporation of the SMH area into Hurworth would extend Hurworth further 
northwards, the current and future residents (in terms of planned housebuilding) will have easy 
access to the facilities in Hurworth via the A66 corridor. Similarly, existing Hurworth residents 
regularly travel along the A66 corridor up to Morton Park when they need shopping from a larger 
supermarket. 

If the SMH area were to be incorporated into Hurworth Ward it would still remain within the 
Parliamentary Boundary of Stockton West thereby causing minimal disruption to other 
arrangements that already exist.  

As a result of the combined population, this ward will be represented by two councillors, 
ensuring fair electoral equality and effective governance. 
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Whinfield Rural 

This proposal brings together Whinfield and Haughton Village 
into a single ward that reflects existing community links, 
shared characteristics, and everyday patterns of life. 
Whinfield has historically been a suburban ward on the edge 
of Darlington, with strong connections to neighbouring rural 
communities, particularly Skerningham, Barmpton, and 
Great Burdon. These links are based on geography, shared 
access routes, and the way 
residents use local services and 
amenities, and they have been 
further strengthened by the 
approved Skerningham 
development which now 
surrounds Whinfield itself.  

Haughton Village and its 
surrounding estates form a well-
established community with a 
clear focal point. Much of 
community life in this area is 
centred on Haughton Village, 
which acts as a shared hub for 
local facilities, schools, shops, 
and community activity. The 
estates underlying Haughton 
Village are closely integrated with 
it and share similar settlement 
patterns and lifestyles. 
Combining these areas with 
Whinfield creates a ward that is 
coherent, balanced, and 
reflective of how residents 
interact on a daily basis. 

The communities within this new 
ward share broadly similar 
socioeconomic backgrounds and 
face comparable issues, including access to local services, transport, housing, and community 
infrastructure. This alignment makes the proposed configuration more logical than the current 
arrangements, which have resulted in parts of Haughton and Springfield wards being 
marginalised, with some communities effectively split or placed at the edges of wards where 
they lack a clear focus or voice. Bringing these areas together within a single ward strengthens 
representation and ensures that no community is overlooked. 

The proposed ward includes the parishes of Barmpton and Great Burdon, both of which lie on 
the edge of Darlington and form part of the wider Whinfield area. These parishes include the 
approved Skerningham development, which physically and functionally connects the 
surrounding rural communities to Whinfield proper. Including these areas within the same ward 
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reflects the reality of recent growth and ensures that communities affected by the same 
development pressures are represented together.  

As a result of the combined population, this ward will be represented by three councillors, 
ensuring fair electoral equality and effective governance. This level of representation will allow 
councillors to respond appropriately to the needs of both suburban and rural edge 
communities, and to the challenges and opportunities presented by ongoing housing growth.  

The councillors have recently ran a small consultation on their social media which has nearly 
2000 followers in the Huaghton and Whinfield area where the overwhelming majority of 
residents in the ward indicated Haughton Village and Great Burdon were the areas which were 
most a part of the Whinfield community. As of 29/01/2026 this post had 1377 views. 

Overall, this proposal creates a coherent and sustainable ward by aligning suburban 
neighbourhoods, rural edge communities, and new development within a single, clearly defined 
area. It strengthens community identity, improves representation, and ensures that residents 
have balanced and effective local governance. 
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Springfield   

This proposal reflects the newly formed Springfield 
Ward, which retains much of the character and 
boundaries of the existing Haughton & Springfield Ward 
while accommodating recent boundary adjustments. 
The ward loses the areas of Haughton Village and the 
estate to the east of the village, which are now included 
in the Whinfield Rural Ward, reflecting their closer 
social, geographic, and community links with that area.  

 

 

To balance the electorate and maintain coherence, the ward gains the Oakwood Drive Estate to 
the west of Springfield Park. This area shares strong connections with the rest of Springfield, 
including access to local services, schools, and community facilities, ensuring that residents 
are integrated within a single, cohesive ward.  
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The newly formed Springfield Ward will be represented by two councillors, providing effective 
governance and ensuring that all residents have fair and balanced representation. Overall, the 
ward maintains its established identity while reflecting recent development and community 
patterns, ensuring practical, social, and electoral coherence.   
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Harrowgate Hill 

This ward largely retains its existing boundaries whilst incorporating additional communities to 
the south, which are closely connected socially, geographically, and functionally to the current 
Harrowgate Hill area. These southern communities share many of the same local facilities, 
including schools, parks, shops, and healthcare services, and residents frequently interact 

through local clubs, community groups, and transport networks. Bringing these areas into the 
ward reflects the reality of how people live, work, and access services, creating a more cohesive 
and integrated community. 

These adjustments also make the ward demographically more homogeneous. The new 
configuration unites communities with similar socioeconomic backgrounds, patterns of 
housing, and access to utilities and services. This alignment strengthens the ward’s shared 
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identity, ensuring that residents with common concerns about local infrastructure, public 
spaces, and service provision are represented together. By grouping communities that already 
function as a connected unit, the ward can provide more coherent and effective representation. 

As part of the changes, the ward loses the Oakwood Drive Estate, located between Springfield 
Park and the railway line, which now becomes part of the newly created Springfield Ward. This 
transfer ensures that residents whose daily interactions and service use are more closely 
aligned with Springfield are represented in that 
ward, improving local representation and 
cohesion. 

In exchange, the ward gains communities around 
Longfield Road, which are currently split between 
North Road Ward and Harrowgate Hill, as well as 
the Fitzwilliam Drive Estate, previously part of 
North Road Ward. These areas are strongly linked 
to the existing ward through shared transport 
routes, local amenities, and community networks, and residents identify with the Harrowgate 
Hill area in terms of schools, shopping, and recreational activities. Including these communities 
within the ward resolves previous fragmentation, strengthens social ties, and provides a clearer, 
more logical boundary that better reflects the lived experiences of residents. 

With the addition of these communities, the ward will now be represented by three councillors, 
ensuring fair electoral equality and effective governance across the larger, more cohesive area. 
This level of representation allows councillors to respond appropriately to the needs of a diverse 
but integrated population whilst maintaining strong community cohesion. 

Overall, these boundary adjustments create a ward that is geographically and socially coherent. 
By uniting communities with shared services, common concerns, and overlapping social 
networks, the ward provides more effective representation and strengthens a shared sense of 
identity across all areas. 
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North Road  

This ward is proposed as a single-member ward, reflecting its unique characteristics, 
population size, and strong community identity. The area is geographically compact and largely 
self-contained, with a relatively small electorate that is proportionate for representation by one 

councillor. The ward consists of a tightly-knit 
community where residents share common 
services, amenities, and social connections, 
and where the majority of local issues can be 
effectively addressed by a single representative.  

The population within the ward is significantly 
smaller than surrounding multi-member wards, 
and it comprises a cohesive community with limited internal variation in socioeconomic 
characteristics or development patterns. Residents share access to the same schools, 
healthcare facilities, local shops, parks, and leisure amenities, creating a sense of unity and a 
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clearly defined community identity. The ward’s compact geography means that a single 
councillor can maintain close contact with constituents, respond quickly to local concerns, and 
represent the community effectively on all issues. 

From a practical governance perspective, the ward’s size, population, and homogeneity mean 
that the workload for a single councillor is comparable to other wards in the borough that also 
have one councillor. There are no significant dispersed settlements or fragmented communities 
within the ward that would require additional councillor representation. The area’s boundaries 
are logical and easily identifiable, following existing natural or built features, which helps 
residents clearly understand the ward’s extent and the focus of their local representation. 

Designating this ward as a single-member ward also supports electoral equality. The electorate 
aligns closely with the borough-wide average for a one-member ward, ensuring that residents 
are neither under- nor over-represented. This configuration avoids unnecessary splitting of 
communities or combining areas with disparate interests solely to achieve multiple 
representation, which could dilute the effectiveness of governance. 

Overall, this ward is ideally suited to single-member representation. Its small, cohesive 
population, shared amenities, clearly defined boundaries, and integrated community networks 
mean that one councillor can provide accessible, responsive, and effective governance. 
Designating this ward as a single-member ward ensures fair representation, maintains 
community cohesion, and reflects both the practical and social realities of the area. 
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Albert Hill & Red Hall 

This proposal recommends a boundary change in which Albert Hill moves from the Stephenson 
ward and Red Hall moves from the Red Hall & Lingfield ward, creating a new Albert Hill & Red 
Hall ward represented by one councillor. The change is based on strong community links, 
shared geography, transport connections, and the need for focused representation in an area 
experiencing significant deprivation. 

Albert Hill and Red Hall are adjacent areas with similar character and challenges. Residents 
regularly use the same local amenities, services, and community facilities, and there is a strong 
sense of shared identity between the two neighbourhoods. Both areas straddle Tornado Way, 
which functions as a connecting corridor rather than a dividing boundary. As a result, daily 
movement, social interaction, and community activity naturally cross existing ward lines.  

Tornado Way provides key transport links serving 
both areas, with road, bus, and pedestrian routes 
connecting Albert Hill and Red Hall directly. These 
shared transport connections support employment, 
education, and access to services, reinforcing the 
reality that the two areas operate as a single, 
connected community. Aligning ward boundaries 
with these established patterns better reflects how 
residents live and move within their local area. 

Albert Hill and Red Hall also face similar socioeconomic challenges, including higher levels of 
deprivation, health inequalities, housing pressures, and a greater reliance on public services. 
These shared issues mean residents have aligned priorities and would benefit from a unified 
approach to representation, advocacy, and service coordination. 

Providing one dedicated councillor for the new Albert Hill & Red Hall ward offers clearer 
accountability and stronger local leadership. In an area with complex needs, a single 
councillor can develop detailed local knowledge, build trust with residents, and work more 
effectively with partner organisations to address deprivation-related issues. Concentrated 
representation ensures that the concerns of this community are not diluted across multiple 
wards or councillors. 
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Overall, the proposed boundary change creates a more coherent and meaningful ward that 
reflects real community ties, improves representation, and supports more effective local 
governance for Albert Hill and Red Hall residents. 
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Central Park & Lingfield  

This proposal recommends a boundary change in which Central Park moves from the former 
Stephenson ward and Lingfield moves from the Red Hall & Lingfield ward, creating a new 
Central Park & Lingfield ward represented by two councillors. The proposal is based on clear 
demographic similarities and stronger community alignment between Central Park and 
Lingfield than with the areas they were previously paired with. 

Central Park and Lingfield share comparable demographic profiles, including similar age 
distributions, household types, and housing tenure. Both areas contain a mix of social and 
private housing, higher proportions of families and working-age residents, and greater reliance 
on local public services. Levels of deprivation, health need, and economic vulnerability are 
closely aligned, resulting in shared priorities and challenges across both communities. 

Residents of Central Park and Lingfield use the same local amenities, schools, open spaces, 
and community facilities, and there is regular movement between the two areas as part of 
everyday life. These shared patterns of service use and social interaction contribute to a 
common community identity that is not well reflected in the former ward arrangements. 

By contrast, Central Park and Lingfield have less in 
common demographically and socially with the 
other communities in their previous wards, where 
housing character, population profile, and local 
priorities differ more significantly. The proposed 
boundary change therefore improves community 
coherence by grouping together areas with 
genuinely shared characteristics and concerns. 

Providing two councillors for the new Central Park & Lingfield ward ensures balanced and 
effective representation. Two councillors will be better placed to share the workload, engage 
with residents across the ward, and develop a detailed understanding of the area’s 
demographic needs whilst advocating effectively on residents’ behalf. 
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Overall, the proposed Central Park & Lingfield ward represents a more logical and community-
focused arrangement that reflects demographic reality, strengthens local representation, and 
supports effective governance. 
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Firthmoor 

This proposal recommends a boundary change for the 
ward currently represented by three councillors, 
reducing it to two councillors to reflect the decrease 
in the total number of councillors across the town. 
The ward boundaries remain largely unchanged, with 
the exception of the new Hurworth Moor estate, south 
of the railway tracks, which is currently split between 
Eastbourne and Hurworth.  

The proposed adjustment removes the estate from the current split arrangement, consolidating 
it within a single ward to better reflect community cohesion and neighbourhood identity. This 
change ensures residents of the Hurworth Moor estate have clearer representation and 
improved access to local services, avoiding confusion caused by the estate being divided 
between two wards. 

 

Reducing the ward from three to two councillors aligns with broader town-wide changes in 
councillor allocation whilst maintaining effective representation. Two councillors provide 
sufficient coverage for the ward’s population, ensuring clear accountability, responsiveness to 
local issues, and continued engagement with the community. 

Overall, the proposed boundary change maintains existing ward structures, strengthens 
community coherence, and provides appropriate and effective representation for residents, 
whilst accommodating the new housing development in Hurworth Moor.  
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Bank Top 

This proposal recommends a boundary change for 
Banktop Ward, which retains its existing 
boundaries but reduces from three to two 
councillors to reflect the overall decrease in 
councillors across the town. The ward’s internal 
structure and community composition remain 
unchanged, ensuring continuity of representation.  

Bank Top Ward is a cohesive community, with residents sharing similar demographic 
characteristics, local amenities, and social networks. Transport links connect different parts of 
the ward effectively, facilitating access to schools, shops, health services, and recreational 
facilities. These shared connections reinforce a strong sense of community identity and 
belonging. 

 

Reducing the number of councillors to two aligns with town-wide adjustments while 
maintaining effective representation for Bank Top residents. Two councillors provide sufficient 
coverage to respond to local issues, advocate for the community, and engage with residents 
across the ward. This ensures accountability, continuity of service, and the ability to address 
local priorities effectively. 
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Overall, the proposed change maintains Bank Top Ward’s boundaries, preserves community 
cohesion, and provides clear and focused representation, reflecting the broader reallocation of 
councillors across the town. 
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Park East 

This proposal recommends a boundary change for Park East, which reduces from three to two 
councillors and loses the area west of Larchfield Street. Aside from this minor adjustment, the 
ward boundaries remain largely unchanged, preserving the integrity and identity of the 
community.  

The proposed reduction to two councillors 
aligns with the overall decrease in 
councillor numbers across the town while 
maintaining effective local representation. 
The two remaining councillors will continue 
to provide sufficient coverage for the ward’s 
population, ensuring accountability, 
responsiveness to residents’ needs, and 
engagement with community priorities. 

Although a portion of the ward is removed, 
the remaining area retains its cohesive 
character, with residents sharing local 
amenities, services, and transport links. 
The minor boundary change does not 
disrupt existing social networks or the 
functionality of the community. 

Overall, the proposal maintains the 
essential structure and community 
cohesion of Park East Ward whilst 
adjusting representation to reflect the 
town-wide reduction in councillors, 
ensuring continued effective governance 
and local accountability. 
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Park West  

This proposal recommends creating a new ward combining parts of the existing Park West Ward 
with areas of the existing Hummersknott Ward around Coniscliffe Road, which are currently 
split between the two wards. The new ward will be represented by two councillors. The change 
aims to consolidate these communities into a single, coherent ward for more effective 
representation. 

The areas around Coniscliffe Road share historical links, reflecting longstanding community 
interactions and connections that have persisted over time. Residents of both areas access 
similar local amenities, schools, shops, and recreational facilities, and there are strong social 
networks spanning the two communities. Combining them acknowledges these natural ties and 
better aligns representation with lived experience. 

Demographically, the areas have similar profiles, 
including comparable housing types, household 
compositions, age distributions, and socioeconomic 
characteristics. Residents face similar local priorities 
and challenges, including access to services, 
transport links, and community resources, making a 
unified approach to representation logical and 
effective.  

Bringing these areas together into one ward strengthens community cohesion, reduces 
administrative division of closely linked neighbourhoods, and ensures that residents have two 
councillors who understand and can advocate for their shared interests. The new ward reflects 
the reality of community interactions and supports more responsive, consistent local 
governance. 
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Abbeyfield  

This proposal recommends the creation of the new Abbeyfield Ward, which largely comprises 
the existing College Ward whilst incorporating bordering streets from Park East around Duke 
Street and parts of Hummersknott around Carmel College and Abbey School. The new ward will 
be represented by two councillors. 

The areas added from neighbouring wards share strong community connections and similar 
demographic profiles with the core College Ward, including comparable housing types, 
household compositions, and age distributions. 
Residents of the new additions access similar local 
amenities, schools, and services, which aligns their 
daily lives closely with those in the existing College 
Ward.  

These adjustments allow the ward to maintain two 
councillors whilst preserving the demographic balance and character of the area. Bringing 
these streets into the ward ensures continuity of representation, strengthens community 
cohesion, and avoids splitting closely linked neighbourhoods between different wards. 

Overall, the newly formed Abbeyfield Ward reflects natural community boundaries, retains the 
demographic composition of the original area, and supports effective, focused local 
representation for all residents. 
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Mowden 

This proposal recommends the creation of a new ward 
comprising the entirety of the existing Mowden Ward 
together with the north-west area of Hummersknott, 
including the Tees Grange Avenue area, Leith Road area, 
and the Hillclose Avenue area. The new ward will be 
represented by two councillors. 

These areas are being grouped together because they 
share strong social, demographic, and community characteristics. Residents from other parts 
of Hummersknott would naturally go into Darlington centre.  Because of the proximity of 
Mowden shops to Hummersknott residents from this north west end, there is already a natural 
affinity with Mowden. The area has similar housing types, household structures, and age 
profiles. Local amenities such as Mowden Junior School, Hummersknott Academy, Mowden 
shops, the Mowden pub, the Model T pub, the parks, the green spaces, and the community 
facilities are commonly used by residents across these streets, creating overlapping networks 
and shared patterns of daily life. 

 

Historically, these neighbourhoods have had social and community links, with residents 
participating in similar local activities and events.  Mowden shops on Fulthorpe Avenue, which 
are convenient and widely used by residents in the north west of Hummersknott, are the natural 
centre of the new ward.  Transport connections, pedestrian routes, and road networks connect 
these areas naturally, reinforcing the sense of a single, cohesive community.  
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Incorporating the entirety of the existing Mowden Ward into this new ward ensures that existing 
community networks remain intact whilst aligning adjacent areas with similar characteristics. 
Bringing these areas together into one ward ensures residents have a unified voice and 
representation that reflects their shared interests and concerns. Grouping these connected 
communities under two councillors will provide clear accountability, allow councillors to focus 
on the specific needs of the area, and strengthen local governance. 

Overall, the creation of this new Mowden Ward consolidates naturally linked communities, 
preserves demographic coherence, and supports effective and responsive representation for all 
residents. 
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Hopetown & Northgate  

This proposal recommends the creation of a new 
ward based on the existing Northgate Ward, expanded 
to include parts of Pierremont Ward around Reid 
Street Primary School and Hopetown. The new ward 
will be represented by two councillors.  

The areas incorporated from Pierremont share similar 
demographics and housing profiles with the core 
Northgate Ward, including comparable household 
types, age distributions, and socioeconomic characteristics. Residents in these areas also use 
the same local amenities, schools, parks, and services, creating overlapping community 
networks and daily interactions. 

 

These neighbourhoods have existing social and community links, with residents participating in 
shared activities and engaging with local services along common transport routes. Grouping 
these areas together reflects the reality of how people live and interact in this part of the town. 

Providing two councillors for the expanded Hopetown & Northgate Ward ensures effective 
representation across the larger, cohesive community. Residents will benefit from a unified 
voice, clear accountability, and councillors focused on the shared priorities and needs of the 
ward. 

Overall, the creation of the expanded Northgate Ward consolidates naturally linked 
communities, maintains demographic coherence, and supports effective and responsive local 
governance for all residents.  
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Brinkburn and Cockerton Village 

This proposal reflects the revised Brinkburn and Cockerton 
Village ward, which will be represented by three councillors 
to reflect its population and ensure fair and effective 
representation. The ward has a strong sense of community 
cohesion, shaped by both its historical industrial links to 
the railways in the northern part of the area and the vibrant 
retail and village centre in Cockerton Village to the 
southwest. Together, these elements create a ward with a 
clear identity that combines heritage, local amenities, and modern residential areas.  

Although the ward does not have a traditional community centre, residents experience a strong 
sense of belonging through shared facilities, including the retail hub in Cockerton Village and 
the sport and leisure club at the RA, which serves as a central gathering point for community 
activity. The ward also benefits from two well-used leisure areas: Brinkburn Nature Reserve and 
Sugar Hill Park, which provide accessible recreational spaces and strengthen the connection 
between 
residents and 
their local 
environment. 

Overall, the 
revised 
Brinkburn and 
Cockerton 
Village Ward 
combines 
historical and 
modern 
elements, 
heritage and 
residential 
communities, 
and leisure and 
retail amenities 
into a single, 
clearly defined 
area. Represented by three councillors, the ward maintains community cohesion, provides 
balanced and effective governance, and ensures that residents across all parts of the area are 
fairly and meaningfully represented. 
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Cockerton West 

This proposal recommends the creation of the Cockerton West Ward, which will be represented 
by two councillors. The ward comprises the historically recognized Branksome area, the Minors 
Crescent area, and a new build development, which is predominantly affordable housing. The 
ward extends eastward to include Stooperdale Avenue. 

 

Cockerton West has historical precedence as a ward, and the proposed boundaries reflect the 
continued social and community cohesion within the area.  

The communities within the ward have broadly similar or complementary demographics and 
social characteristics, including housing types, household structures, and age profiles. Shared 
challenges and community priorities, particularly in the new build areas with predominantly 
affordable housing, reinforce the rationale for unified 
representation.  

By maintaining Cockerton West as a two-member 
ward, residents benefit from a cohesive and 
accountable representation structure. Councillors can 
address local issues effectively, support community 
initiatives, and advocate for the shared interests of the area as a whole. 
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Overall, the creation of the Cockerton West Ward preserves historical boundaries, consolidates 
connected communities, reflects shared demographics, and ensures effective and responsive 
local governance.  
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Faverdale 

This proposal recommends the creation of Faverdale Ward, which will be represented by two 
councillors. The ward includes the Faverdale development and the High Grange area, forming a 
cohesive community with strong social and historical ties. 

Faverdale Ward has existed as a ward in the past, previously represented by one councillor. Due 
to significant suburban growth and extensive housing development in the area, the population 
has increased, necessitating two councillors to ensure effective representation and 
governance. 

 

Residents of Faverdale and High Grange share local amenities, schools, parks, and community 
services, fostering strong community networks and shared priorities. The demographic profile 
across the ward is broadly consistent, with similar household types, age distributions, and 
socioeconomic characteristics.  

Providing two councillors for Faverdale Ward ensures 
clear accountability, responsive representation, and 
the capacity to address community needs effectively. 
Councillors will be able to focus on local priorities, 
support development, and advocate for the interests of 
residents in a rapidly growing area. 

Overall, the creation of Faverdale Ward reflects the 
community’s historical identity, acknowledges its growing population, preserves social 
cohesion, and supports effective and balanced local governance. 
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Alternative Park East Proposal 2X 1 member wards  
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